
The Truth About the Gary School Rebellion
Mothers, Children, Principals and

Politicians All Give Their
Views.Few Parents Guilty of
Causing Trouble

By Frank B. Elser
IF YOl' were a child. let ns say any-

where between six and fifteen years
of age, and you were sent to a pub¬

lic school where, instead of having to

iM all day facing one teacher in one

room monotonously roting the "three
Il's." you marched from room to room

as the session wore on, and varied this
with play ot shopwork, or, if you were

a girl, with making a hat or sewir.g,

do you think would "strike" against
such a system, ns ncw-fanglcd as it

might appear to you at first?
Assuming that most children, even

in the erowded city of New York. nre

normal, your answer douhtless is "No.
But vou are wrong. There are IB

rreater Sam York thlrty-three such
schools, cr.d durinj, the wcck of Octo¬
ber Iti to 22 they were tiie scenes of

widespread a-id rflCflrriag demonstra-
tions bv papilfl. Children. b;g and lit¬

tle "struck.' and there wns attendant
violenee, with p.cketing and stone

throwing and window smashing, just
.such incidents as not unusually accom-

panv a labor strrke.
Directed at first against the new-

fangled schools called hy their friends
"work-studv-play" schools and by their

enemies "Gary" schools-the strike
spread, strangely enough. to the non-

GaiT or old-l.ne, institutions, and was

checked after a week only by the com-

b-ned efforts of the Folice Department.
the Board of Kducation and the Bureau
of Attendanee. Never before ,n New
York, or anywherc m the \ nited States,
for that matter, have school children
launched such a rebellion.

Mitehel Blames Tammany;
Tammany Blames Mitchel

jfaTor Mitchel and his Fnslen sup-

porters and adherents *«*lnK.h's..f;f:
election blame that altogether f«-miliar
tcapesrcat. Tammany, Judpe Hylan, the
Tammany' Mayoralty candidate .. flat-
lv accuses Fusion; Morris Hil-quit, iso-

ia'st candidate for Mayor, blames no

one in particular and absolves h«m'elf.
bat declares the Gary school plan,
wh le mer.torious ln Itaelf, haa gone
wrore* as applied tu NflW .ork. V*. hat

ln7ae CBBdiaiUa tfld to Bflflffl

detail elsewhere on thii page.
Bnt it is patent that each of tne

car.u'.date.. together. with, h»I flBPPOT
ers must, in nnaly-ing the strike lot

fow .'ine of thought which, regardleaa\?£ sincerity. has basis in the IflBBfla
of the campaign. To get at the heart

of the trouble it was necessaiy there-
fore to turn to another field. Ihe

Trb'une did this. lt turned to the

ehildren themselves. to their mothers,

_2£«*_^_-_s_s5_5
now discarded name of truancy ora

"From such source.. as widely vari-1
ant Twere some ot1 the «^ements
these eonelusions were reached. They
appear to be the plnnacles of fact in a

verv conplex s'.tuation.
1.That responslbility for the dem-

OBfltTBtlflBfl may be almost equally
divided between Tammany and

the Socialists.
2.That nine-tenth of the parents

were not guilty of wilfully heep-
ine their children from flchool,
many charges to the contrary not-

withstanding.
3-That nine-tenths, or, more accu-

ratelv. perhaps. ninety-nine-hun-
dredths. of tne children followed

mob law ,n striking. They enjoyed the

novelty and excitement of it,

4.That there are hundreds of moth-

en who Bad fault with the Gary
svstem. but their crlticlsm to a

sS.S_*%_?Ehave been deluged. Some, however,
have real grievances.
5.That hundreds of teachers are

against the Gary flystem aa ap¬

plied here. but their .*>.«*.".
fall mainly in a field of M*"*fg
troveray comparableto a discussion m

which the Supreme Conrt might dlrlde

fiive to four.
6-That nothing in the Gary aystem

as applied ln New York won d

cause children to strike of their
own lnitiative.
7-That-the fltrlke. therefore, was

not really against the Gary svs¬

tem but was due to a variety of

ranses nnd events arlslng pnmari.y
but not entirely from tho Mayoralty
c-mpaif*n.
To get a proper undcrstanding or the

situation it arill he necessary to turn

from the elementary schools where the

strikes oceurred to the high schools of

the eity. When the high schools opened
ln September they did so on a schedule
of a school day lonjrer by one hour than
theretofore. The laat t -g.slature had
passed the flfl-callfld Wfllaf hill, a war-

bred measure. requiring nulitHry train¬
ing of high school boys, and to carry
out its pruvisior.s thfl extru sixty B.B*
utefl were tacked on the day's session.
vin, many high school boys work after
sThool, and. in mnumerable cas.es fl th
brothflra goflfl with the colors oi la thfl
great army ef the drafted, they were

acutely needed at this time fll blgfl
prices to do their bit after school
toward increasing the family income.
The extra hour either stopped such
work entirely or »enou»ly curtailed it.

There w« re complamtfl. These were

followed by more organized protests,
and finally, ln mid-October, by mass

tneettnrs and sporadlc strikes. Mian-
time, the elementary schools, which tiad
opened q.retly enough on September 10,
were running along as usual, with no

hint of trouble. The thirty-thrte Gary
achools, with neariy '.O.CKHI pupils, were

no exception. lf these pupils were ob-
sessed with the _flfl that the work-
»tudy-play system, now la wofflfl in N'ew
York for "three years, had suddenly be-
ccrae something to be fought, they did
not voice it by word or action.

But talk ot the unrest in the high
»chool» flprrad, especially among the So¬
cialists. That extra hour for "mili¬
tary training" sraacked of militarism,
of "the war party, of capltalisra, of
Kockefellen-m, the Steel Trust. Ob-
viously conditions were prime for both
Hylan and Hillquit to "go over the top"
cn the school question. Aiready Tam-
inaiiv had maintained a pretty steady
barrage !:re of anti-Gaiy pamphlets,
Whilfl Judge Hylan Ifl his canned
speeches had again and again attacked
the Mitchel school policy. Hihtquit
fl.drd with neither, but assailed both hu
opponcr.tv and in his spoken addresiei
wus careful, even moderate, in stating
what he tbought was wrong with the
Gary achool*. As has been indicated
abovfl, heljrield that the plan had many
cxc.llent icatures, bat that these feat-

ures wcro unfortunate in their appli¬
cation here.
Arching over this three-cornered de¬

bate lailed the curtain of pamphlcta
Fusion pamphlets explaining how ad
mirahle wai the work-study-play sys-
tem; Hylan pamphlets telling whnt n

thing of evil it was; Hillquit pamphlets
offering as the only solution to a mud-
oled problem the esscntials of which
he alone discerned.
The high school trouble simmerrd:

Octoher 10 came. And on that day thc
Board of Education, cfter aerimonious
debate, decided that a campaign of

.ion in thc schools, explaining
ui.t what were the objects of thework-
itudy-play ayetem, now the target of
lueh drumtire, would be a good thing.
Criea that thrs was partisan propa¬
ganda came immediately from Tam-
nmny, notably from Thomas W.
( hurchill, former President of tbe
Hoard of Education, and still a board
member, but they were unheeded.
The point is that the school child had
aaaumed a place of inordinate impor¬
tance. the result of which was soon to
become apparent. Conditions were

ripening for renl trouble.
Withlfl less tiian twenty-four hours

after the Board of Education had de¬
cided to explain the Gary system in the
¦chools, there was issued from 4.'> West
Thirty-fourth Street, on the lctterhead
ot the "Parents' School Bett.rmont
l.eague" a document captioned "WARN¬
ING." It recited at the outset that "in
the appointment of a Publicity Com¬
mittee, the Board of Education intends
holding in your schools publie meet¬
ings for the purpose of trying to get
votes for Mayor Mitchel from parents
bv giving a partisan and one-sided ex¬

position of the Mitchel Make-Shift Plan
of Education under the guise of the
'Gary System."' .

Nothing very bad about that pream-
ble exceatiflg peeaibly the limping sen¬

tence. Ar.d probably it was written ln
a great hurry.
But read this sentence from the next

paragraph:
"Vou are WARNED therefore to

insist upon your rights as Ameri¬
can citizens." . .

And, then, this last paragraph:
"I understand that all attempts to

have the Parents' side explaincd will
be met with determined opposition.
This is likely to cause grave trouble,
perhaps riot and disorder." . . .

The signer, "James F. MacGrath, ex.

ecutive secretary," here went on to a_-

monish his reauers to "do all in your
power to prevent such disorder," but
the suggestion of discord came from
him or whomever he represented.
Cattell Conducta
Socialist Drive

Meanwhile, what were the Socialists
c*oing? Mr. Hillquit was still devoting
part of his speeches to the school
issue, but was he suggesting any
strike? He was not. Nor were his
supportcrs and subordinate orators, at
lca.t not in any set speeches by any
one who could be catalogued as ofti-
cially repre.cnting the Socialist party.

But Sociali-st headquarters, at 7 East
Fifteenth Street, was not allowing the
rchool issue to be ncglected. An able
scholar with a national reputation was

keeping it alive. He wai and is Pr.
J. McKeen Cattell, until recently of the
Columbia faculty and a psychologist of
r.ote. Columbia dropped him for what
may bo charitably described as ultra;
jjacifism. He has one son "over there,"
but another son Owen, who has had his
name in the newspapers as a draft re-

sister, makes his headquarters with his
father at 7 East Fifteenth Street.

Pos. ibly, because he is a psycholo¬
gist and shouid know the minds of men

and children, Professor Cattell was

celected to conduct the Socialist school
drive.* ln any event, his name is at-
tached to this, as sent out from So¬
cialist headquarters:

ll) I am willinc to become . member of
The Hillquit Non-F»rti»an Committee of One
Thousand for the Children of New York City
and their Schools.

(2) I do not wlsh to become a member ot

the Committee, but I am InteTeste-l in its
objects.

Era_- (11 or (Sl
Nimt .

The f.llowlnit might ha ioieTtaUa in the
work of the Committee:
Names may be continued on the reverae

¦Ua.
I'lease return to J. McKeen Catten. 7 East

Fifteenth Street.
Accompanylng this feeler was a four-

page document, captioned thus:
HILLWIIT NON-PARTISAN COMMIT¬

TEE OF ONE THOUSAND
FOR THK CHILDREN OF NEW YORK

AND THEIR SCHOOLS
FOR HILLQUIT FOR THE SCHOOLS

FOR THK CHILDREN

Attacks "Militarism"
In Publie Schools

It will not be necessary to quote all
the circular. These paragraphs will
give an idea of its import:

"lhe Mitchel adminiMration haa n hlaek
school record. Members of the Board of
Kducaticn were appointed by the Mayor
only after pledging them to support mili¬
tary traininf m ihe *. hools and the Gary
plan. Two of hi? ucpointees were em-

ployee at th- K uW.ller Foundation. The
Itoard af Education has been aubordinnted
to the Hoard cf Kstlmate and Apportion-
ment. Mavor Mitchel ha. nacrificed the
wclfitre of lhe children and of the tearhera
of the city to the interest. and the profits
of tlie elaiaai «hose puppet he is.

"I \en militariatic Germany has no mili¬
tary tiHiiiinc in it* schools thoee teacher*
who favof aaiiareal military servire flnd
119 fTcus* for the futile and perverting
military training of young children. The
National Education As»*riation ha* year
after year protested against it.
"The Cary plan, iir.ported from the city

of the Steel Truat and promoted hy the
Rocke'eller Foundation, haa been adopted
by Mayor MlUhel's personal School Board
to »ave the ost of building schools and
paying teachers. There are thoee who have
the more »ini»ter motives of makinr re-
lifiou* instruction ln the churches part ef
the school work and of limiting the op-
portunities of the children of the workers
hy e.ta_l__hmg clasi schools like th<*e of
Germany."
Nowhere does the foregoing iay any¬

thing about rloting, as did the pro-
nouncement of the "Parents'School Bet¬
terment League." but it did loraething
else. lt very adroitly linltid the still
imoulderlng high school rebellion over
that extra hour for military training
with tlie Cary issue, with which it has
nothing what.oever to do. By the Gary
syatem, coincidentally, the school day
for one of thc diviiions. that ii to iay,
for the pupils of one of the duplicate
schools-ia one hour longer than in the
old-iine schools.
Imaginc now the talk and rumor and

rouitter lumor on the East Side and in
llarlem r.nd The Bronx among families
who received these circulars! Children
began to talk and to believe ali sorts
of preposterous noniense. Pupl'.a in

'the Gary schools, 10 tha gosiip ran.
were put to making articles usefui
for the Steel Truit. High ichoo! boys
were*. roing to be trained for aoldieri
and then drafted. Theia and other

ONE OF THE SCHOOL GROUPS ON A HOLIDAY STRIKE

(Copyrlght, 1117, by International Film Service)

This demonstration took place in Brownsville, a section in no way invol ved in the original trouble. The youngsters' face, show that getting their

picture taken was a most enjoyable feature of the occasion.

equally absurd stories gained wide cir¬

culation. They nre cited here not as.

nnvthing unusual.for children are

prone to believe and invent such things
in such circnmstances-but _as showing|
that the undercurrent of unrest which.
culminatcd in the anti-Garv stnkcs ran

over a bed of just such rubhi.h. rather:
than over any tar,L-iblc haidship in-1

flicted on either child or par.nt.
With the elementary schools tnus

thrown into a turmoil of unrest by po-
litieal propaganda. the charge is made
that Tammanv then sent eml-sancs
into homes and ur»;cd parents lo keep
their children at home and with their,
children to make demonstrations
againat the schools. The Board o' hdu-
eation by innu.'ndo makes this charge,,
and so does Mayor Mitchel, nnd ta B|
way it la sustnined by the polrce. Kut

iBTeatigaton for The Tribune have
been unable direetly to cor.tirm that

either Tamiaaay agents or Socialists
ich work. However, conclusions,

and iafeieaeefl may be drawn from'
taally did occur.

Thc hif_h school trouble remainod un-

settled on the ifeniag of Monday, Oe¬
tober 18. On that areataff, near 1 ublic

School 171, which is a Gary school, and

ls situatcd at 10:id and 10-lth Stri .

betweel Madison and Fifth Avenues,
there were held several political ra '

Speakers bitterly as.ailed the Cary
plan nnd all they said it stood for.
Both children and adults iiateoed to

ar.d applauded these haranguei, and
after the meeting a erowd. mostly
voung bovs, marched to School 1.1 and

began smashing windows, until du-

pc-rscd by the police.
Boys Begin by
Breaking Windows
Next morning, when the school prin¬

cipal, Mvron Willson, arrived and stood
surveying the broken glass, he was

confronted by a delegation of excited
mothers. During the night word of the
attack on the school had spread.
Mothers, fathers, children were warned
that for pupils to attend school would
be dangerous. There were children.
around the school now, but r.ot in the
classrooms. Hooting, hiniag and up-
roarious, they sur(-ed about the be-
wildered principal, refu. ing to ro into

their elasses. lie ie and there an older
boy appeared to be a leader, but mainly
it was a erowd of kids, jabbering and
throwing things and caring very little
what it was all about. The first anti-
Gary strike was on.
That was early in the morning or

Tuesday, Oetober 16. Principal Will¬
son promptlv notitied the Board of
Education and the police and the Bu¬
reau of Attendance. By mid-forenoon,
what with cajolery and threats and ar¬

gument, about half of the scbool's reg¬
istration of 3,700 was got inside; the
other half noisily retired to a nearby
open lot and held a council of war.

Later about a thousand of these
came in. .

Questtoned ai to why they -truck,
not a few of the bovs said they had
done so because the boys of the High
School of Commeree had been striking.
Others spoke vaguely and parrot-like
of the evils of the Cary system. Moth¬
ers, questioned, insisted, stoutly, with
few exceptions, that fc»T of personal
violence to their children had caused
them either to keep them home or to

p.ccompany them to school, to seo what
all the trouble wa_ about.

Strike Reaches Bionx
And the East Side
The strike spread. While the eentre

of the original disturbanee. School
171.remained in a state of semi-re-
bellion.-disaffection took hold of three
schools in The Bronx.Nos. IS, II nnd
54. Striking pupils marched and yelled
and hooted, some bearing crudely
prjnted banners and cardboard slogans.
"Down with Mitchel!" some of these
nt oclaimed. 'Down with the Gerry
(Bie) svstem!" Tnose who read were

admoniehed to vote for both Hylan
aml Hillquit. Not on the same banner,
of course. But the merits of each
candidate were variously proelaimed.
From The Bronx the strike spread to

the lower East Side, to non-Gary
r.chools; from the Kast Side to tho
Williamsburg section of Brooklyn and
te liast New York. On Fridcy, Oetober
I,. it attained its high tide, when
nearly twenty schooli and possibly
tbirty thousand pupils were affected.

The Board of Education and the
Bureau of Attendance had become now

Mrike-breaking headquwrters. Fortu-
i.ntcly. there ititervened the Saturday
holiday, a period during which all
; geaeiei trying to break the strike had

icpportunity to ferfect and codrdinata
their machinery. By Monday, Oetober
22, dietriet superlntendents wer. pa-
trolling the affected distnets in auto-
mobiles, cooperating with the police
and attendance offlcera, and this circu-
lar had been sent by the Department
of Education to every publie eehool
principal:

T. the Prtn. tpal of Publie Scheol-
Borough of-

Df»r Sir (or Madam*.In caea of trouble
on Mondav or thereafter next week. rela-
tive to iii.iturni.ncet in school* and on the
atieelB, >ou aie directed to follow theae
in.«tru.'tions:
AI-TCNDANCI omctRS will be lield

in re«erve in the fo!lowingp!a<e«. In eaaa
of need telephone the eentre at your eehool.
Here followed a llit of six centrei

ln Manhattan, The Bronx and Brook¬
lyn. Then:

POLICE wll! be f-rnlihed te anr r_nv-
fcer need(4 Telephete aeareet peU:e ita*

tion. If within ten minutes he!p enough
is not at hsnd, telephone General Police
Headquarters.
(ACTION TO PUPILS--Make elear to

your pupils and teaehen that pupils guilty
of unexcuiied ab-ene* from school or of
rioting, parailinj?, defying tuthority, gath-
rring n oro44il, or of injur-y to school prop-
ertv, forfrit their right to graduation.
Offrnder* nre being and will be urre.-itrd
and punUhed

i.K.SrONSIBII.ITY.As soon an any
pupil ia returned _o school by an attrnd-
anoe officer police officer or any one elte
for any of the slmve cause.. please flBflfl*
tion him ln.the prescnce of a wltnes. as Ifl
li_a participation ln the dlsorder and the
source of the instlgation to disorder. Hi*
an.wer* should be taken down ln writing
and ihould be signed hy the pupil and the
wltness. Please hold these statementi
until called for. This is especlally impor¬
tant

Certain Findings Are
-Jnofficially Reported
Theso measures broke the strike. By

ruesday last conditions were assuming
.he normal. The signed statements fll

Tiking children were not avail-
ible ns this was written, but the Bu¬
reau of Attendance, after its examina-
tiflB cf more than a thousand children
tnd parents, reported unoflicially these
iiiidings:

-The strikerg were almost without
exception Jews.1

.Both Socialist and Tammany antl-
Gary literature was found on the
strikers and parents.

3The original strike at School 171,
Manhattan, was stimulated, if not
directly caused, by propaganda.

Tammany led in this, but oddly
enough the school is embraced in the
Twentieth Congressional District,
where Hillquit was so narrowly de¬
feated by Isaac Siegel last November.

Mothers Oppose So Much Sihop Work
And Need for Getting Extra Meals

N'ow for the mothers mostly Jewish
mothers. mothers whose children are1
in the Gary schools. Of the moro than
fifty interviewed by an investirrntor for
The Tribune, about one-tenth expressed
themselves as inditTerent or noutral;
about one-half of the remainder said

they did not in all ways like the sys¬
tem, but would take no part in an ac¬

tive fight apninst it; the re.it were in-
elined to be critical of the system, even

abusive. Few would admit, however,
that they had advised their children to
strike, ns was the case in their inter-
views with attendar.ee officers, some
said thflt after rhe strike was on they
had kept their children home to pre¬
vent their injury in riots.

Their ehief complaint eoncerned
meals, that ir-, the terriag of meals to

departing and home coming pupils. To
understand this complaint ir must be
bome in mind that the Gary, or dupli-
cate, school is really two schools in
one -one school, as it were, moving in
the wake of the other. This means

that the pupils in X school arrive
ahead of and depart home for luneh
ahead of tho«e Ifl Y school, a fact arhieh
obviously disarranges the meal sched¬
ule at "home, providod two or more

pupils from the fame family go to
school and move in separa*e groups.

This complaint seemed well taken by
The Tribune ir.vestigator until the
school authorities uniformly insisted
that such a eonflict of hours would be
remedied at once, provided the mother
called the matter to attention. Formu-
lated briefly, the charges of the moth-
ers against the system grouped them-
«--lves as follows:

ADVANCE WARNING GIVEN OF RIOTS

PAI-IENTS SCHOOL BETTERMENT LEAGUE
OT OBBATBrt NHW YOB*K

__ci/nvi o.ict-» 49 Wb«t 34tm S'trcxt
SOSOU.H OP M«NHATTAM

NflW TONK

_^^_^«r«na. OctODOr 11, 1917.

*KDW*i.

All Tarfl-tB Aaeoelatlonfl, Mothflm ClrelflB and othar organ-
lBBtlonfl hafllng tha protactlon and thfl progrflafl of our
Publio Bohoole at bflflrt ara tAJE-BlD that thru a reeolution
adoptad Bt a aefltlng of thfl Board of Bducatlon, yoatenlay
afternoon (October 10th) and ln thfl appointuent of a »o-

oallad PsMiclty Co*___itteo, tho Board of Bducatlon lntenda
holding ln your achoola publio ¦.otii-ga for thfl purpoao of
trying to gat rotflfl for iayor Mitchel froa parflntfl by giring
a partlBfl-n ud ono-flided erpoaitlon of tha .Mitcbol-Ma.te-
ahift Plan" of Bdoeatlon under tbfl guieo of the .Qary Bjotern9.

It Ib thfllr lntflntlon nat to-paralt Parflfetfl or Parflntfl A»bo-
ciatlone eithflr to anflwcr or oppofla thfllr "*)l**n*. It ls to
bfl a one-slded affair latende-1 to fool tie gulllblo and to
¦tlfle & proper and denocratio hearing af both flid«s of tbo
CBflfl. ,

You are fAKIXD theroforfl to ln»l»t upon your rights aa Aaerlcan

citleen* to hBTfl BOTH BIB-B pr«Bflnted heTorfl yoa *o thit you

aay not becoao prfljodlofld or be coapflllfld to aocept a partlean,

falflfl or ¦lfllflfldlng axpoflltlon of thifl ¦Mitchfll-Hakfl-Shlft-

under tha na_afl of .Oary*.

I underatand that all attaapts to haflfl thfl Parentfl* fllds- e_t-

plained will bo aat wlth deteralned oppoaition. Tble ls likoly
to oauio grare trouble, parhapfl rlot and dleorder, and lt Ifl
your duty to do all ln your poaar to prcrent aucb dlaordar
and to prosent your cauae vlth dlgnlty, calmneea and detemln-
atlon. reieaberlng alwaya that the ichoolfl aro youre and tbat
you haflfl fl right to be heard on any queatlon that affecta thflfl)
er thfl welfare of yrn_r children. 8pea_-era will be aupplled
you, ahould yoxT doaire thoa. Pleaae koap ln tou.h *lth ae aa

thifl organization will aid you in flrery poaaible vfly for Right.
Juatlofl, Laa and Crder.

Vflry truly yourfl,

JAKB F. UacaHATH,

Baacratlra 8ecroUry.

neariy a week b.fore the first strike,
the cireular speaki of the probabillty

Thls It the doeument whieh the Fuflion ministrration. Con.pieuoui among the
forces say, as much as anything, caused names are those of Peter J. Brady and
the anti-Gary school strikes and rioti. James F. Holland, labor leaders; Mayer
lt will be noted that on September 11, C Goldman, a lawyer and an Intimate

friend of ex-President Churchill of the
Board cf Edueation. and Frank D. Wil-

of "grave trouble, perhaps riot and dis- sey, a former member of the School
order." Board, who faield of reappointmer.t by

It bear« but one slgnature, and that M iyor Mitchel. Krnest F. Kil-rt, whose
typewritten. But on the rever*. s:de, in name nir-o appears, i_ another close
red ink, are prlntfld some forty names. fr.erid of Churchill. Louis 11. Pink,
Of the ownen of theie names some are also proclaimed in red as an ostensible
identifted with Tammany, jthers are endorser, wa» a one-time member of
Republican. who have fought the Gary the .School Board. He wanted to be a
system. and still others are Juit per- magistrate, but Mr. Mitchel did not ap-
sons who, banded in associationa with point him.
Interlocklng dlrertoratea hare comi to It does not follow, of coune, that all
be known /« profeflilonal opponents of fhoie whose ntmti appear on tbe docu-
thi Qary plan ___d ot thi Fui.oa ad-J, mont endoraed lt,

1- That due to the change of teach¬
ers every fifty minutes, the indi¬
vidual interest of a teacher in her

pupils has disappeared. Furthermore,
chanping from room to room so fre-
qeeatly ptecludcs eoncentration, and
consequently the children's progrcss is
retarded.
2- That there is an unnecessary

wastc of time in occupations other
than class work. Children

3 .That in the winter time it is
danperous for the children to wait
in the cold outside the school

until the ciarsroorns are emptied.
.Thnt no distinction is made be-

tweea areak aad strong children;
that many children with weak

hoarts have been injured through hav¬
ing to climb up and down stairs every
fifty minutes when the period is
changed.
5.That children must carry their

wraps and books with them from
classroom to classroom. This is

inconvenient at all times and a menace
to health in wet weather. g
6 That the meal hours are incon-

ver.i»nt for the mothers in fami¬
lies where there is more than onc

child.
7 That when children are tardy in

arriving at school, for whatever
reason, they are kept until very

latl in the afternoon.
-That the school day is too long
under the Gary system.8

Mrs. Alexander Bruno, 141 St. Anne's
Avenue, has nine chi.dren.
"My family keeps me working every

minutc with that Gary system," she
said. "I don't want to make any un-

r.i'ccssary complaint, but it seems my
whole life ka .-p.nt in getting meals
for the children, who al! come home at
different times."

r In tiie same house lives Mrs. Thomas
Madden, mother of eight.
"The Gary system is hard on par-

ents, children and the teachers, too,"
she declared. "The children must be
out of the houie by 8:10 o'clock every

| morning, or else they complain they
are late, and are kept in until 4:30
o'clock. They come home to lunch at
11:10, and they have to be fed and
started back again before 12 o'clock. I
have two boys who work, and they come
home at 12 o'clock, too, for lunch.
"Before tho Gary system was used

the children had the samo teacher all
day and learned something. Now they
change teachers every hour, and the
children don't learn so much."

Doctor States His
Opposition to the System

Dr. J. Wlnslow Edgerly, of 41S East
130th Street, is opposed to the Gary
system because he says it neglects the
fundamentals.

"I have been opposed to the use of
the system for a long time," he said,:
"and neither my wife nor myself can
see any good in it. We both have hon-'
estly tried to find its advantages, but
we only succeed in seeing harm every
day for the children. Besidcs the sub¬
ject of fundamentals, I object to the
running up and down stairs every
change of period. It is very bad for
childjen who aro not altcgcther strong.
Laat year I had to order several chil¬
dren out of school because of the stairs.
My own boy was dragged down in
health, too, and had to take a rest.
Many mothers have come to me profts-
aionally with this complaint of the.
Gary system."
The apartment house at 3862 Third

Avenue overfiows with children who go
to one of The Bronx Gary schools. Tne
subject of the strike was discussed in
every hallway and there were overflow
meetings on the stairways.
"The children walk more than they

study," said Mrs. Alexander Setanosky.
"I want niy fire children to learn

something nt school, ar.d not to play
games m the yard. They can play
after school il over."
"My children don't learn so well in

the Cary _y_tem as they did before,"
spoke up Mrs. Morris Stone from her
doorway.
"My girl learned better with two

teachers than she does now with five
or six. She hai to scrub and sew, too.
I don't want her to be a icrubwoman or
a dressmaker, but to learn something."

"I've got three children, and all they
do is change teachers and ran up and
dowr. stairs. They have enough run¬

ning to do at home here," declared Mra.
Jacob T _rr._schow.
"My daughter gets so tired sha can't

eat bi-cause every fifty minutes ihe has
to run up and down the itairs. They
make her back and heart ache," put in
Mrs. Louis Horowitz.
Another flight up Morrii Melworm,

eleven and a half years old, undersized
and unusually bright, interpreted for
his mother and told hii owa reaaoni

| for diiliktng his ichool.
"y a change clanei alae tlflMl 0 daj.

Politics Heavily Involved in Out*
breaks That Have Little Bearing
on Actual Working of New
Study Plan

The timo wasted in changing we could
use for another study period. I m IB
the print.ng clus.. During. the scr.ool
year we have to take ten weeks in

printing and ten in tiie machine shops.
Unless a boy kept thii up lor a long
time he wouldn't carn any money at it.

Morris'd mother spoke heatedly.
"They make workmen out of the boys

and scrubw-m<rn out o.' thc girls. The
school ia like foremen and workmen.
Pareata tako the fcvead out of their
own mouths to keep thc children in

school as lonp; as po.-sib.c 'o they may
have an education. We send them so

thev can earn money later on. VUvn

looking for B job it's not scrubbing
that gets vou one, but learmnp.
"Running up and down stairs Mrtl

my giri ahe'a got heart trouble,

called Mrs. Samuel Pinkowitz tttntttthall way aoove.
"Thn itain have hurt -ny thtiim

too," added Mrs. Ber.Ja__:n C.llii^i.eighbor.
Ifra. S. Coldstein, 602 Clina^,

Parkway, eitea the expenie for jy^.r.asium suits.
"My seven children have __ tfe,

whon they are home for ar.ythln| a*
home work. At school tr.*y plty fi
the time they ihould be itadfj*
When they leave ichool they itud|£
atead of play. II I hard f*
parents. Then thi ""penn,!
greal ore for poor pe. ple, tt pmii
ing gymnasium ahoei a.*id bio.m.n ]|
th a timea poop!» need the-.r taaatt
for food and cloth.ng; that il a«a
necessary."

Principals Generaily CommendPlan,
But Say It Can Be Better Applied

After hearing all these complaint,
rhe Tribune ir.veatigator sought the

:eachers ,n tho Gary acioola tar m*

.lanation and enlightenment In thi.

.onnection it must be iaid that a-

:hough the answ n appeared to oe

frank and Wata to a eaituU in-iurr'

.onvincing. one invari; b *..""«¦
not to th« teaehera direetly ta contaet
with the pupil. '_'¦. te principals or to

persons higher. I'hi- .ncvitably lett

the impression that there were at times

:auses of friction, titaei when the sys¬
tem did not ln all way. work latii.ae-
torily. but that, laiteld of concedmg
_nd di.cus.iiiK this, school heads were

going ahead with Mt Bad heretofore
rormalated arfamentfl, based on the

theory that thi WStOia as o.whole is

-ound and iti ipplicatiofl entirely Mtls-
factory. Said '.'¦ itXtma Gartlaa, principal
of Publie School 1-', Claremont I arn-

nay, The Bronx:
"As to the objectton that time is

wasted in occupations other than cla-s
work, I can only say that if a person
believes all knowledge is to be found
between the covers of books there is no

use talking to him.
"The play periods, manual training

elasses and other activities do not, de-
spite the system's detractors, divert the
pupil's attention from the study of the
three Ks. The _ame amount of time ll
spent on them under the Gary .ystem
as under the old regime.
"As to the complaint that the weaker

ehildrea have tOO muc'i walking to do,
that is amnged in the best way pos¬
sible. The first and -eeorrd year IA
and IB and 2A and 2B -do not travel
at all. They stay in ciassrooms that
are on the same floor. Some clas-es
walk only two flights in the morning
and two in the afternoon. That could
never hurt a healthy child.
"About the question of carrying

wraps from one room to anoth-r, I can

say that this has been greatly exag-
gerated. The only time children take
their wraps with them ll wher, they ko
to the game periods or come b-»ck from
them.
"The objec'.ion that children are kept

late in the afternoon if they are tardv
I have never heard of. This condition
does not exist in this school.
"There need be no difficulty about:

the noon hour for luncheon. Here we

have only two periods at noon. The
children leave school at 11:10 in the
morning and they are supposed to be
back by 12. Others leave then and re¬

turn about 1 o'clock. The truth of the
matter is that the children are in a

hurry to get back and play together
about thc school. That is why they
hurry through their meal.

"Another ur.true ch .-* ;« that __,
'.rs art ob

for in B
"ei Id

Bfl aay thal thia i***
rom th scl te fora.

l:ne as ear:.
BBB

7 te i_.
lunches at 11:10 o'clc
minutes later Ihey w-fuld b« ktd
again. with thirty ro tptr.

"Of course the statement that t_»
pupils do not receive much ir.d.r.h_l
attention from their teacl er ur.dertW
new ayatem thi old a_a*
is true, and must be true !n »njr at-

partmeatal arrang thit Wi
are working out tha*. prebleta.*1
"The system ha '.-ftfl ut

I'm un
that everything will be runr ng naBb
lv," waa tha opinion 11 Williaa du-
Bag, pnncipjil ot" rublic Schfloi +..

**Wfl have had hert tt
one term only, Bl ***.?¦
judga it i try to minimixe thi f»_!_
and enhance the very diltiflflt ad**i_-
tajres.
"Exaggerated talei are told tbflfl

by irresponsible ehildren, and tbii B-
nur,t« : v "-. r- .¦

a mother came to ."-e me, and I en
ducted her through 'he school. 'I ntnt

II was like this.' she ezclaiat.
1 ar.w.fK

eoisfl in j** p*««
come j;

"l need i< l that tha wik
rumors ut ehildn ij-fla. u

tfl l'.'.rue "

William J. Ilejiwoo-i. o'Publx ___«*!
M, flt 168th Street and Teller Auttut,'
has been a principal for eler*. BBBB
"The Gary system has rary pa.

poiati and othcra that ar» tfl. m

good," he said.
"Still, 1 would not like *o .--* .*!

merits from my short experier.e* wh_
it. I can expresi .- much better «fl>
ion h.-

"If ehildren ara kflpt late. as ki
ling to do r_
. . Bfl s.chflfli

,t is "h rulii -! . »*»

is nothing about | B«a_fc___
in the ffliy -;. itfl-ft.
"No children are kept waitir.g il 'Jfl

cold in thia school. They can. lt*m\
wait in the entries or in the mcloium
Of course, if they are late, they mit
go in their classes. Nor could -ayiv
der the old system.

"In regard to the stairs, some. cl»n»
use the stairs more than beforfl, it ii
true. On the other hand, many pn»u
use them Iflflfl fr.quently. I*. dep*_-J»
on how the elflflflfla are arranjed."

System Has Unearthed Political,
Labor and Religious Discussiom

Here Juit a word on how the Gary
plan came to New York three years ago

and, briefly in review, what it is. It
came to New York after Mayor Mitchel
and others. including Mr. Churehill, ltl
BOW most bitter opponent, had investt-
gated its working in Gary, Ind.; in Cin¬
cinnati and elsewhere. At the steel
town of Gary, named for the chairman
of the Steel Corporation board, Will-
iam Wirt, school principal and edu-
cator, had inaugurated the duplicate
school.that i3. two schools moving,
through one.and had thus doubled a.

given school's daily capacity. At the
same time he had added eertain play-
work-study features, based funda-
mentally on the theory of Froebel. who
asserted years ago that all children
wata creative rather than receptive,
and that cducational work should be
based on this inherent tendency of
theirs to express themselvea in action.
"New-fangled," this, and it created a

storm of controversy. But the plan
seemed to be working well, and Wirt
came here, and his system, with modi-
fications, was installed. Almost imme¬
diately it became the subject of heated
political controversy. Churehill, first
ltl warm advocate, eharged that Mayor
Mitchel, after adopting the system un¬

der the guise of stimulating and broad-
ening the publie school's shop work
and other practical things listed in the
category a« prc-vocational training,
about-faccd and subordinated this, and
pressed the duplicate achool plan
merely as an expediency to solve the
problem of overcrowding and to save

money.
To some extent this ia probably

true. Certainly. what with limited
playground space and school buildings
not completely adjusted to the new

system, the Gary idea is not being
fully carried out ln New York. Nor
do its lupporters marrt'aa that it is.
They call it the duplicate plan. and
one which best suits th- r'*y'. reqalra-
ments, in view of niairy presi Bg prob¬
lems. Probably ths :* tl I

In any event, the Gar) ¦> t-.n has
been hammcred these tnree years, per¬
haps as no issue in the city was ever
hamraered. Labor shied at it first be¬
cause the name "Gary" sounded trust-
like. Then the Rockefeller cry wai

raiied, eertain gentlemen connected di¬
reetly or indirectlv with the Rocke¬
feller Foundation having been elected
to tha Board of Education. This per-
sisted until recently, when Ida Tarbell.
certainly not a Standard Oil defender.
ulenced it, so far as reasonable persons
are concerned, with an open letter.

There was *\*o a religious illtte.
As originailv adopted the plan here
provided that children ihould be taken
from the schools at intervali for re-

ligioua instruction in their various

faiths. Catholics and Jews; that i_.

some of them, immediately protested,
pomting out the danger of Proteitant
pronlyting. Otheri, not Chureh lead-
en, eald thia lagregation Into religioua
Xalthi woald cmte aa aadeelrabU

caste. Flnally, all rellrotu _fl_-*-~
were ellminated.

Inside this outward c.-t-wn"
brewed resentment among; te«chtn B
the elementary schools. By th* G*r
system they were teachlnf twitfl *
many pupils as formerly, workia|i-
hour longer and getting no *itr» j**
To their resentment is not unii-fll/"*
not a little of the present ur.rflflt
The municipal campaign _-*". *m

with it the propaganda tflUC-**- °:

above. Then the strike.
What Mayor Mitchel thtflB- tdf*

cause of the strike I.e made quite *^in en addr»ss delivered af'.er ti* ¦'
walkouts. Hfl said:

H is a very serious thtflfl ln tt* 9
wl.en ev.n Murphy flrill '.-y to "**« *

school i-ystem of .N'»w V :- tni ^T*9"
down into puiitics Ly orgarjirm* ¦>¦
boys and n:r.» at flflBOOl IBte » m0*'a£,tor school strikes, and orsaaifliflfl t"*J'j
.nts of the children throu»h » «e»BBflJB?
deliberate niisiepre»enut.. n into ****
ment* of protest atjains*. tae ciW *iam\
tration, *\en to tha point ef °rr,*fjn
them to com. down to tf.e City H*U\JL
am told that they prop.ee to do -._.**
day moj-nirf. at Mr. Murphr*. flflBBBfl-

The proposed pilgnmage to th* ©
Hall never raatfltiali ad.

ln answer to thfl* chargfll f»B
Mitchel, Judge Hy:an i-t^aTtt V
statement '.or Bfl lr:oui.*:

An auerr.pt. hita been cnfi* -T BB*
Mitehel aad oth-n *¦> ¦_->. I ¦'"c*J__ptal oat el the un'oriuna*.-- mai m***rr\\
stnkes of piiblic .:. "^m*th.ir parenu, hy ctif.-*;* t*** 9*.**
partiea ha\e injjured thene -'lti-'4*{j __»
The parent* are flflflflflfli w Un m* j

admin isiralion because it 1"«* n*g*"x_»
build new «choo!«. arul l.eca-.« .

.
soutrht to cover ui> the bad ***** ef *.»
failure by extend.ng all over -M *** ^m
roakeshift Gary p-sn. Thu "?*'*"%!***'
mttll known, and it dul not need ..r »*^

to demonirtrate it. , _f
In my op.mon. these <i«P °r-£-« ~

breaks. wfcieh are bound to develey-
children ed-sr. pect " » '**£<

the un ' "... m\-

y u escape the ,-. ___j#
»trat»..'n» o« cb.ldr.-n an ¦'. '-' 77,
Ub!e as thry are. are t aa - **"

.
pre»sion of the de-p t-jnunflBl ~»

our oti.cn. ***** ¦;-_ST
which. in deahng with tre m*\ mm.¦»

all mattem, the edueation of our 1^

has ba»eiy i«nored ti.. opm.-nj » |
paimu when ««*flfld wHB eeflflr «¦_,_,
corum in the meetiin- of «** "»"w

ii. .i- ¦-

At Socialiflt headqnarterfl it *«*
Al .*OCl»IUl nt-rei. , , k_ fl

on behalf of Mr. Hillcjuit that M

all his followers indignantly repi«¦

even the suggestion that Bil c-»~

was in any way re.pon-ibIfl ¦.

strike. /v

What is the trouble flrith »<2
i. It *.i Just thie lOUi

Thfl «'ary lyitena as iu forc« r.

net rlawleia, und it doei net fo*-____
without tome creaking ofhtarj
politics ha. made it like the C0»B1B|
garden, whose plant. the commotwj
up to see if they ar. kT.*]*iLw
trooblfl wlth thfl Gary .yate-B »"Ti

I they want let it alone,


